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December 7, 2007

Principal’s Message:

Another week has passed us by...and we are now another week closer to Christmas.  Are we all prepared???

On a stormy day, tune in to 880 CKLQ AM, 1220 CJRB AM, KX96 FM, HOT 101 FM, 94.7 STAR FM, or CBC to get updates on school closures.  As well, we are supposed to be able to put an update on the Weather Network.  I will try that next time.  Through consultation with the bus drivers, a decision to close the school is made at 6:30 AM.  We notify these stations about the school closure immediately.  

I would like to apologize of the lateness of the School Closure announcement on Tuesday.  The cause of the delay was that we had made the decision that school would be on and unfortunately, the bus drivers soon realized that the roads were too heavy and had to turn back.  That made us late right off the start.  Subsequently, I had great difficulty getting through to some of the stations as their lines were either busy or nobody was picking up the phone.  A couple of the stations had actually changed their process and numbers without updating us.  We are working with the radio stations to make sure that the process works better in the future.  I know that these days can cause inconveniences but I ensure you that we will do our best to provide you with information in a timely manner.

The school division policies on "Inclement Weather" and "School Closure" can be found on the division website at http://www.shsd.mb.ca.  Click on the Policy Manual link on the left.  Go to General School Administration and these policies will appear.
As we are coming into some very cold weather, please ensure that your sons/daughters are properly dressed when they leave for school in the morning.  As well, make sure that they have a second set of footwear for indoors.  Slippers or sandals are fine.
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Hartney students are participating in a number of community service activities during the Christmas season.  The intent of these activities is to spread cheer and goodwill to our fellow citizens.  Here is a breakdown of what is occurring:

1.  Samaritan House - Thursday, Dec 13th - 22 of our high school students have volunteered to spend the day at Samaritan House in Brandon.  While there, the students will assist in the preparation and serving of meals in the Soup Kitchen.  As well, the students will perform cleaning tasks, help pack Christmas hampers, prepare items for the Gift Shop, etc.  

The K-6 students have set up collection bins in the school over the past two weeks and they are beginning to overflow.  Our high school students will be delivering these items on the 13th to the Samaritan House.  If anyone wishes to donate, please drop off your items at the school.  We are accepting:

a. Small Gift - approximately $5 - that can be purchased by less fortunate families at the Samaritan House 'store' for a small fee.  They are in need of both children and adult items.


b. Canned and Packaged goods for Food Hampers


c. Stuffed Animals for distribution to less advantaged children

2.  Gr. 7-8 to Personal Care Home ​- Mrs. Pettinger's class is heading to the Personal Care Home on Dec. 11 to make Christmas crafts and assist the residents in Christmas decorating.  They have also created some fun game booklets that they can play with the residents.  On Dec. 19th, they are returning to the PCH to perform a Reader's Theater and lead the residents in a sing-a-long.

3.  Gr. 3-4 to Perform for the UCW - Mr. Mantell will ably lead his students as they sing Christmas carols for the ladies.

Have a great weekend.
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Aladdin Presentation
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Learning Today for Tomorrow’s Challenges



Students in grades K – 8 travelled to Brandon on December  6th to attend the Dance Images Production of Aladdin.  It was a special treat since two of Hartney School students, Kortney & Kendell Thomas were in the production. Students were very pleased to be able to attend this production. It was an excellent performance and Hartney School is very proud of the excellent behaviour exhibited by our students. 
* * * *

The Christmas Banquet will be held on December 20, 2007 beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Students are asked to bring:

Grade 9 – desserts

Grade 10 – salads

Grade 11 – casseroles

Grade 12 – casseroles

Staff – buns, salad or dessert
Soup Kitchen 

 23 students will be traveling to Brandon on Thursday, December 13 to volunteer at the Soup Kitchen and the Food Bank.  We will also be taking our Collection of Items for Samaritan House with us on that day. 

Students and staff will be asked to prepare food and sort, serve lunch and do dishes, pack hampers and distribute them. 

If you are planning to eat at the Soup Kitchen, you are requested to please bring a small donation to offset the costs. Students can also bring their own lunch.  It is a good idea to bring rubber gloves if we are asked to do some general cleaning in the food bank area. 



 Christmas Band Concert:   

 (Tuesday, December 11th at 7:30 p.m. in the Hartney School Gym) 

The Grade 6 and 7 parents are asked to send 2  dozen dainties for the traditional Christmas Band Concert evening.  Please have the dainties there by 7:00 p.m. You are asked to cut the dainties so they are ready to serve so that the moms who are getting them ready before the concert will have time to arrange assortments and

 not miss their child’s performance. Any band parents who are willing to help in the kitchen would be welcome.  Thank you very much for helping to make the evening special!  

This year, all band students from Grade Seven to Senior 4 are to be wearing the new blue band shirts, black dress pants, black socks/stockings and black shoes. No sweats or jeans are to be worn at a concert/performance. The Grade 6 band students are asked to “dress up” and again, to avoid wearing jeans or sweatpants. 

There will be a table set up so that you can pay your band fees on December 11th if you wish.  Receipts will be issued the same evening.





Volleyball Report

Last weekend the Varsity Girls Volleyball team attended the Provincial A Championships in Deloraine.   Qualifying and participating in Provincials was a highlight for the girls but they wanted more.  They were determined to put together a strong weekend and show their true potential.

The girls entered the round robin portion of the tournament ranked 6th in the province and finished with a record of 3 wins and 1 loss - good enough for a share of top spot in Pool B.  

Round robin results were as follows:

Hartney defeats Mel Johnson 2-0 (25-16, 25-16)

St. Claude defeats Hartney 2-0 (25-21, 25-18)

Hartney defeats Elm Creek 2-1 (27-25, 23-25, 15-10)

Hartney defeats Fisher Branch 2-0 (25-4, 25-16)

The tiebreaker formula placed the girls in 3rd spot in the Pool.  They would face 3rd ranked Manitou in the quarterfinals on Saturday.

In that match, the girls came out fast and strong in the 1st set and won 25-17.  Manitou rebounded in set 2 with a 25-19 victory.  Facing elimination in the 3rd set, the girls regained their focus and fought their way to a 15-11 victory.  This win put the Hornets into the semi-finals where they would face the #2 ranked team from St. Claude - who had defeated the girls 2-0 in round robin play.

The girls entered this match knowing that if they had a strong serving game they would have a shot at knocking off their opponent.  In the first set the girls followed the game plan to perfection and hammered their way to a 25-20 victory.  The second set saw the St. Claude team battle back for a 25-19 victory.  For the second time in as many matches, the girls faced elimination.  It did not look very promising early on as the girls fell behind and were down 8-5 at the split.  They fought hard for the next point and then returned to their strong serve game, rattling off a number of consecutive points to take the lead.  But St. Claude would not give up and battled back to tie the game at 14-14.  With St. Claude serving for the go-ahead point, the girls truly had their backs to the wall.  Once again, they battled hard to come up with the point and would then serve for the victory with a score of 16-14.

The final was now set.  #6 Hartney Hornets vs #1 Shoal Lake Sharks.  The girls led for most of the 1st set but were unable to put any significant space between themselves and their opponent.  Shoal Lake battled back late in the set to take the lead and secure a 25-20 victory.  In set #2, the girls lost a bit of focus and Shoal Lake stormed out to a huge 12-2 lead.  After a timeout the girls came out determined that this was not the way their season was going to end.  They scratched and clawed their way back into the game forcing Shoal Lake to take a timeout with the score 22-19.  Unfortunately, that was as close as the girls would get as they dropped the set and the championship 25-20.  

The girls are very proud of their accomplishment.  They had to fight through a lot of adversity to make it as far as they did.  They have learned many lessons both on and off the court about sport and about life.  

They would like to thank Mr. Williams for his guidance and dedication all season.  As well, they would like to thank their parents for driving all those kilometers to support and share in their dream.  Lastly, they would like to thank the fans for all their support.  It was a magical experience.

We are into our final week of collecting for Samaritan House.  We have a huge pile in our front lobby but we want you to keep those donations coming in.  The donations will be leaving here on Thursday to be distributed





          Get the Christmas Spirit





                                   Hartney School is collecting goods to send off to 


             Samaritan House


and


WE NEED YOUR HELP!





We want you to ‘load us up’ with goodies.


Here are the options:


-Donate a small gift  – approximately $5 – that can be purchased by less fortunate families at the Samaritan House ‘store’ for a small fee. They are in need of both children 


and adult items.


- Provide canned and packaged goods for Food Hampers


- Bring ‘gently used’ teddy bears for distribution to less advantaged children





These gifts will be delivered to Samaritan House in Brandon on or about December 13, so please support this worthy cause and help bring joy to families this Christmas.


Items can be dropped off at the Hartney School Office!











Dates to Remember





December 11	Hartney Band Concert


December 13  Senior students to Soup Kitchen


December 14 – 15 	Basketball – Killarney Tournament


December 20 Senior Christmas Banquet


January 7 First day of classes in the New Year!











Rockies 2008


are selling tickets on an ‘apartment size’ freezer full of beef & pork .


The meat is being donated by Hartney 


Co - Op and Pro – West Pork


Tickets are available from any of the ‘Rockies 2008’ group.


The draw will be made on December 20th.


Cost for the tickets are $3 for $5.00








Chocolate Bar money is rolling in! 


There are plenty of chocolates still available.  If you have not been contacted by one of our students and wish to purchase some chocolate bars or mints, please contact the school at 1-866-422-5115 with your order. Sales will continue until December 21st.  Students  are asked to have all money in by December 14th.





The Vipers are involved in the Genesis Hospitality Tournament this weekend in Brandon. They played last night and came out with a big win over the Sturgeon Height squad in a 4 – 3 shootout.  Game time is 6:00p.m. when they take on the W.C. Miller team from Altona.





Winners of the Blueslip Draws are:


for October – Kaleigh Currah – grade 6


for Novemeber – Joseph Schmidt – grade 5





Well Done!








