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Welcome to the November edition of the Melita School news.  Time is flying by.  Teachers and 
students have attended several exciting events.  The Senior Student Council attended a leadership 
conference at the Peace Gardens last week with Ms. Elliott.  As well, we have students and staff 
travelling to the Melita Lodge and Personal Care Home to do visitations there.  Our Social Justice 
Committee and Senior Student Council are making plans to attend We Day in Winnipeg in November.  
Among the speakers are Al Gore, Marc and Creig Kielburger and Mia Farrow so this is a very big 
event on global issues.  The event has never been held in Winnipeg before, Vancouver hosting the 
last one.  We feel very fortunate to have the opportunity to attend.  Most schools in the division are 
sending a group of students and staff.  As the newsletter gets out, we are just finishing up our Spirit 
Week in which the Halloween parade was the finale, being held on Friday.  Volleyball season 
continues with the majority of games getting wrapped up by the end of this month.  The grade 9s will 
be out with their parents at Take-Your-Kid-to-Work Day on November 2nd.  This is always a good 
chance for students to see what their parent does for a living.  We are also holding a post-secondary 
afternoon on November 8th where various post-secondary institutions will be represented.  They will 
make presentations and be recruiting for their schools.  Our grade 11 and 12 students as well as 
Pierson School students will attend.  We hope that students are prepared to ask good questions 
about the schools they are interested in attending.   The following week will be the Remembrance 
Service – November 9th (no school on the 10th or 11th) at 10:45 in the school gym.  Everyone is 
welcome.  Reports will go home on Tuesday the 15th.  Parents from grade 5 – 12 are asked to check 
the student portal to stay updated on their child’s daily/weekly progress.  If you are having trouble 
accessing the portal, please contact the school.  Parent Advisory held their Annual General Meeting 
on October17th.  The guest speaker from Winnipeg was representing MAPC (Manitoba Association 
of Parent Councils) and spoke to the group about roles and responsibilities of the council.  The 
executive this year is Chairperson- Shannon Gervin, Vice-chair- Alana Louttit, Secretary, Alanna 
Barnesky and Treasurer- Roberta Brown.  There are still a few room rep vacancies to fill but we hope 
to have them in place for nomination at the next meeting on November 21st.  This group needs parent 
input to be valuable.  Please come and support your school by getting involved in the Parent Council.  
Please call the school with any comments or concerns. 1-866-422-5113. Wishing everyone a safe 
and happy Halloween. 

Sandra Clark 
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Reid Carruthers is a 2010 World Champion, (Top left ) 

Jason Gunnlaugson (Top Right) is 2010 Russian Mens Champion & 2009 
Olympic Trials Participant. They are visiting 10 Manitoba communities to 
conduct clinics for curlers and interested participants assisting them in 

improving their skills. 
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Kindergarten Newsletter Items: 
The Kindergarten students are traveling to the Melita & Area Personal Care Home to visit with the 
residents and enjoy some Halloween activities.  The students are creating gifts to present to the 
residents. We always have an enjoyable time at the home.  Thank you to Donna Fletcher for coming 
along and helping out on the trip. 
 
Thank you to Grace Judd for the Avon campaign books that the students are using in the classroom 
for projects. 
 
Thank you to Julia and her family for the pumpkins - each student created a turkey and the creations 
were displayed in the library on Mrs. Green's desk!   
 
The students and staff participated in Bus Evacuation and we thank Mr. Denys for the Grade 
6/Kindergarten class presentation. 
 
Grade One News 
 
Students began the year with an early open house in September.  On this date, students brought their 
supplies and moved into their new grade one desk.  The winner of the early open house door prize 
was Jace Brown. 
 
Students participated in the annual "Pilgrim Lunch" to celebrate Thanksgiving.  Each child made a 
pumpkin turkey centerpiece, a placemat, a seating card, and a placemat for the festive occasion.  We 
all sat down at the decorated banquet dinner to enjoy a traditional turkey dinner and trimmings.  
Students helped to make the fluffy pumpkin dessert that was served at the meal. 
 
Students are presently working on constructing, continuing and translating repeating patterns from 
one representation to another.  We continue working on numeracy skills and students have had much 
fun completing oral, written and participating in games to strengthen outcomes. 
 
We are presently working on "pumpkin math".  Students will measure, weigh, draw, paint, and 
compare little pumpkin gourds. We have completed a water color picture of pumpkins.  Students have 
learned about the stages of pumpkin growth.  Happy Halloween! 
 
Thank you to all those that purchased Peak of the Market vegetables!  Your support is greatly 
appreciated. 
We wish to thank Mrs. McCutcheon and the grade five class for hosting the "Halloween Hoot!" 
 
Grade Two Post It 

The first two months of school have zoomed by so quickly! 

We have been busy learning about our family histories and ancestors in Social Studies.  In Science, 
we have been learning about Growth and Changes in Animals.  Our focus has been on how we have 
grown and changed over our 6-7 years of life.   

We are so excited to be the Roots of Empathy classroom this year.  Mrs. Trider is the ROE facilitator 
and has stopped by our classroom three times to teach us about how a wee baby grows and feels.  
Our baby came to visit our classroom last week.  We all enjoyed meeting Baby Dallas and his 
mommy.  We look forward to watching him grow and getting to having regular visits with him all year 
long. 



Thank you to our resident “Mrs. Maker,” Stephanie Jones.  She popped in to guide the class through 
a great Halloween craft.  I hope everyone lights his jack-o- lantern votive candle holder on Halloween 
night! We are soon to welcome Corporal Deb Church to our class to help out with our social studies 
curriculum.  Also, thank you to all the families that volunteered to bring snacks to our Halloween 
party. 

Classroom Collections:  

The grand totals for last year’s super-duper collections were: 3977 Campbell Soup labels, 7370 g or 
16 lbs 4 oz weight of pop can tabs, and 4663 lids.  We did a lot of mathematical learning and built 
classroom community as we worked on compiling our collections. 

This year we are continuing the Campbell Soup label and aluminum can tab collections.  I have 
changed the lid collection to a bread tie collection.  The wee little bread ties take up a small amount of 
classroom space!!!  Our class is also the collection site for the juice and Kool-Aid pouches.  Anyone 
who uses those pouches can send them to school to be Terra-Cycled AND Melita School gets paid 
for our efforts.   

Our next Collections Day will be October 31st. 

Everyone who reads this can start collecting Campbell Soup labels and drinking can tabs and drink 
pouches.  Your efforts go to a great cause as well as enhance our Math program.  Our school gets 
rewards for collecting the labels and pouches.  The aluminum is sold and the money goes to charity.  
Your donations can be sent to school with your child or dropped off at the office.  Thanks. 

We would like to welcome Archer McInnes to The Grade Two Learning Crew. Archer will join us at 
the beginning of November.  
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Grade Two Mitten Tree Project 
Please donate a new pair of mitts, a toque or a scarf to decorate our  

Mitten Tree. (No knitted articles) 
 

All donations will be given to our local Christmas Cheer Board. 
 

 Items are needed by December 1st  
 

Donations can be dropped off at  the office at Melita School  or can be sent with a student. 
 

 
Thank you for your support. 

 
This is a Words Into Action project 



Grade Three News: 

The Grade 3 class has been very busy for the first two months of the 2011 – 2012 school year.   We 
have taken part in the Divisional Soccer Tournament, Open House, Grade 3 Provincial Assessment, 
Halloween Parade and our first visit to the Melita Lodge.  We would like to thank everyone who 
ordered vegetables from our class for the K-4 Fundraiser.    

Our school’s K-4 students  made a healthy choice and fundraised by selling top quality Manitoba 
Grown Vegetables.  This fundraiser was first offered in 2010 as a pilot program to 66 schools.  Based 
on the success of last year, this program became available to all schools in Manitoba for the fall of 
2011. 
It’s the healthy choice fundraiser which offers great profit margins for our school, but that’s not all, 
with this fundraiser we also: 

·  Promoted healthy food choices 
·  Received fresh veggies at or below supermarket prices thanks to Peak of the Market who’s 

distributing and delivering the vegetables at cost 
·  Supporting local Manitoba farmers 
·  Supporting our school’s nutrition policy. 

We have received our veggies and all of the orders have been filled and Peak of the Market was kind 
enough to send extra potatoes which we are offering for sale for $5.00 for 5 lbs .  If you missed 
placing an order for this fantastic fundraiser, you can still take part…call the school at 1-866-422-5113 
or come to the school between 9:00-3:30 to pick up a bag of potatoes.  Support our young students 
who took the initiative to be health conscious. 
 
We would like to thank our “strong “ young men  who helped unload the vegetables: Kenny Bugg, 
Blair Brigden, Will Brown, Jayden Tilbury, Jessy Kobs, Tyson Fletcher, Cole Jacobson, Reed Loucks, 
and Bryce Edwards, we couldn’t have done it without you.  A huge thank you to everyone who 
supported our fundraiser, this money is used for our field trips and Artist in the school. 

 



Happenings from Grade 5: 
The grade five students continue to keep busy with many activities within their class.  They are busy 
making Halloween games for the K to 4 classes.  These classes are invited to our room on Friday, 
October 28 to participate in these games.  K to 4 students were asked to bring in a donation for the 
UNICEF campaign. All funds raised at our Halloween Hoot will go to UNICEF.  Thanks in advance to 
anyone who is sending in Halloween treats on Friday! 
We have had a lot of fun participating in the Spirit Week dress up days.  The class is showing great 
school spirit.  We will finish off the week with the 5-8 Halloween dance.  
The recycling is going well, but still we need to remind students to rinse out containers and make sure 
they are empty before putting them in a recycle bin.   
 
Until next time!! 
 
The grade 6 class  would like to thank all the students who supported the BBQ we hosted for the 
Terry Fox Foundation.  A huge thank you goes out to the parents who donated the treats for the 
lunches. We also send out special thanks to the Ternovetsky family for donating the use of their BBQ, 
Trevor Fletcher for cooking, to Marie Tilbury and Deb Tilbury for helping with organizing and packing 
the lunch pages.  Also we would like to thank staff members, Mrs. Green, Mrs. Line and Mrs. S 
Harmon for the help they gave as well. Money donated to The Terry Fox Foundation was $316.92 
 
JV Girls volleyball 
The JV girls volleyball team is winding down their season.  We had 12 members on the team. We 
would like to recognize Dana Holden for volunteering her time in her busy schedule to coach these 
young ladies. She has done an excellent job and the girls had lots of fun!! 
Thanks Dana! 
 
7/8 Boys Volleyball 
The 7/8 boys are finishing up their volleyball season.  The boys have played hard and have a few 
wins and a few losses.  They wrap up the season by going to Deloraine on Wednesday, November 2 
for the league tournament.  This tournament starts at 1:00.  The grade 8 boys and three grade 7 boys 
will venture to Souris for the Zone 9 tournament on November 9.  The team consists of 12 players this 
year. They are Wade Dalziel, Drew Kirkup, Braeden Cory, Brady Tilbury, Nic Fletcher, Branden 
Tilbury, Austin Mallo, Zach McCutcheon, James Long, Roger Gibson, Jayden Kobs, and Holden 
Phillips. We would like to thank Courtney Tilbury and Reed Loucks for stepping up and putting in their 
time to coach this team. Thanks and good job to all!! 
 
Grade 7/8 girls volleyball 
The girls have been working very hard to learn the game and improve their skills.  They have played 
in Deloraine and hosted Hartney so far.  They are demonstrating much improvement in their play.  
Keep working hard girls, your determination shows!  We will end the season with a league 
tournament in Deloraine on November 2nd and the grade 8 girls will attend the Zone Tournament on 
November 14th. 
 
Band Parents Fundraiser 
The Band Parents will be doing a Sunset Gourmet fundraiser in November to help raise funds to 
offset the high cost of Band field trips.  Band students in grades 7-12 will be asked to fundraise and if 
the grades 9-12 Band students do well, it will reduce the cost of the overnight trip to Winnipeg this 
year. These students will receive the fundraising catalogues and forms on Thursday, November 17 
and will be asked to return all forms and money no later than Thursday, November 24.  No late orders 
will be accepted.  Orders can be submitted to Mrs. Baird, Mrs. Leslie, or dropped off in the office.  
Orders will be available for pick up at the Christmas Band Concert, which is being held on Tuesday, 
December 6 at 7:00. 



Many thanks for volunteers!  
We are always grateful for those that volunteer their time and talents with the numerous activities held 
at our school.  Special thanks to Wendy Shannon, Colleen Smithson, Monica Skelton and Kathy 
McKague for helping with the vision and hearing screening. 
 
Library News 
Thanks to everyone for supporting our Book Fair.  We sold $3378.24 worth of product.  Our 
commission was $1890.00 which we used to purchase books for the library. 
Congratulations to Andrew Greig who won the $25.00 classroom draw.  Andrew was able to pick out 
books.  As his teacher, Mrs. Bodin was also able to pick out $25.00 worth of books for the classroom. 
 
 
Battle of the Books 
Battle has started for Grades 3/4 and Grades 5/6.  We will be reading until May when we travel to 
Deloraine to do Battle.  Students are asked to read 6 of the 10 books.  They are placed on teams and 
will practice here at school before we go in May.  This is a great opportunity for students to read and 
meet other students.  A list of the chosen books follow: 
  

Grades 3/4         1) Freckle Juice --Judy Bloom 
    2) Jacob Two-Two Meets the Hooded Fang – Mordecai Richler 
    3) Owls in the Family – Farley Mowat 
    4) Farmer Boy – Laura Ingalls Wilder 
    5) Surf’s Up Geronimo – Geronimo Stilton 
    6) Gretsky’s Game – Mike Leonetti 
    7) Ralph S. Mouse – Beverly Cleary 
    8) Diary of a Wimpy Kid/The Ugly Truth (Purple) – Jeff Kinney 
    9) Summer of the Sea Serpent (Magic Tree House) – Mary Pope Osborne 
            10) The Legend of Spud Murphy – Eoin Colfer 
 Grades 5/6    

1) Hana’s Suitcase – Karen Levine 
2) Tales of Despereaux – Kate DiCamillo 
3) Charlie and the Chocolate Factory – Roald Dahl 
4) Percy Jackson & the Olympians (#1) – The Lightning Thief 
5) Brian’s Winter – Gary Paulsen 
6) Music of the Dolphins – Karen Hesse 
7) Tunnels of Time – Mary Harelkin Bishop 
8) The Pinballs – Betsy Byars 
9) The Contest – Book One (Everest) – Gordon Korman 
10) Heartland: Coming Home – Lauren Brooke 

 
Exam and Exemption Policy-change 2011-2012 
Grade 7/8:  Grade 7 : all write Math   Grade 8 : all write ELA 

There will be no other final exams for any of the Grade 7/8 courses. 
 

Grade 9/10 Grade 9  will all write Science and ELA but can be exempt in other course that 
have exams with 80% or higher 

 
 Grade 10 will write Geography and Applied/PreCalc Math but can be exempt in 

other courses with 80% or higher. 
 
 Grade 11 and 12: Remain the same –they all write exams – no exemptions 
   



Senior Student Council: 
We are happy to welcome Brynn Kirkup to our Senior Student Council! 
 
Magazine Campaign Update: 
The Senior Student Council would like to congratulate the grade 5-12 students on an amazing 
magazine fundraising campaign.  The final total sales surpassed the goal of $13000 to reach 
$16441.70.  Way to go everyone! Our top selling classes, the grades 5 & 6’s were neck in neck the 
entire campaign.  The final totals were: Grade 5 - $4806 and Grade 6 - $4856 – A difference of only 
$50.  While the Grade 6’s came out on top by only a slight margin, both classes should be 
congratulated.  A pizza party will be held for both classes on December 22 and the top 20 sellers will 
be recognized at our next assembly.  The winner of the TAG cup for the top selling TAG group was 
Mr. Corrigal’s TAG group!   Thanks again everyone for making this such a success! 
 

 
 

Manitoba Student Leadership Conference 
On October 13th, Andrea Elliott, Tyla McMurdo, Natalie Snyder, and Miss Elliott went to the 
International Peace Gardens for the Manitoba Student Leadership Conference. We were split into 
colour groups and mixed and mingled with students from schools across the province. After supper, 
we participated in a scavenger hunt around the Peace Gardens. A silent walk was held up to the 
towers and back past the steel girders from the World Trade Centre. That evening we watched a 
multimedia motivational presentation called “Take the Lead” before a Much Music Video Dance was 
held.  We slept in the dorms and the next morning listened to Vaden Earle who has helped organize 
the Live Different Movement and Hero Holidays, where people can travel to Mexico, Haiti, Taiwan, or 
the Dominican Republic and build a house. The Sarasvati group presented a play called “No Offense” 
which examined prejudices and racism, specifically towards aboriginals in schools. It was a very 
inspiring two days and the student council is excited to share their new ideas. If you want to be a part 
of something bigger, visit www.livedifferent.com and create an account. Boston Pizza will donate $5 
towards bricks for building a house for every person that signs up. 
 
 



Cultural Awareness Day – October 5, 2011  
This first annual Cultural Awareness Day was held in Souris.  This year, the focus was on Aboriginal 
cultures in Manitoba.  All grade 9 students from division attended, as this topic connects directly to 
outcomes in the Social Studies curriculum.  The day began with the keynote speaker, Dennis 
Whitebird, who is the Former Treaty Commissioner.  Then, students were divided into three groups, 
where they attended three breakout sessions throughout the day.  The sessions were: 

·  Jackie LeForte and Mary Conway from the Manitoba Metis Federation 
·  Don Amero, a singer/songwriter from Winnipeg – Don shared his experiences growing up in 

the North End of Winnipeg, and many positive messages about following your dreams and not 
taking the easy way out in life. 

·  Sweet Medicine Singers/Brandon Friends of Peace – Four representatives from this group 
shared customs surrounding their drums and they entertained us with several songs. 

The day ended with a concert from Don Amero.  Each song that he shared contained a personal 
message of hope and inspiration for students.   
 
 
We Day 
On Tuesday, November 22, on our way to We Day, Melita School Senior Student Council and Social 
Justice Group, along with Pierson and Hartney School participants will be stopping at the Marquis 
Project in Brandon.  While at the Marquis Project, students will get a tour of their “Worldly Goods 
Shop” which sells Free Trade Items from around the world.  Students will learn about issues such as 
free trade, water and climate issues affecting developing countries, and human rights issues.  As well, 
students will participate in activities that illustrate these concepts – activities that they can then 
facilitate in their own schools in an attempt to raise awareness.   
 
Then, on November 23, these same students will attend We Day in Winnipeg!  The speakers and 
performers that will be at We Day are: Mia Farrow, Paul Martin, Shawn Desman, Al Gore, Rick 
Hansen, Hedley, Shawn Atleo, Jessi Cruickshank, Neverest, Jesse Giddings, Hannah Taylor, Cast of 
Degrassi, Spencer West, Sierra Noble, Robin Wiszowaty, Noah Kaplan, Paul Ruseabagina, and 
Michel Chikwanine.  Of course, We Day would not be complete without We Day founders, Marc and 
Craig Kielburger.  We are extremely excited to represent Melita School at this very worthwhile event!  
For those who are interested, you can watch We Day live at www.muchmusic.com/weday . 
 
Post Secondary Information Day  
This event, intended for Grade 11 and 12 students, will be held on November 8 from 1:00 – 3:15.  
Pierson School will be joining us.  There will be presenters representing the following: Assiniboine 
Community College, Booth University College, Brandon University, Canadian Mennonite University, 
Providence University College, Red River College, University of Manitoba, University of Winnipeg, 
Winnipeg Technical College, University of Regina, Canadian Forces, and Minot State University.  
Parents are more than welcome to stop by, ask questions, and gather information. 
 
 
Students from around the world are choosing Manitoba as their preferred location to spend an 
academic program. Whether it be for a month or a full school year, they are excited about the calibre 
of education they are receiving and the friends they are making. The bonds they are forming with their 
homestay families and classmates are creating friendships that reach across miles and borders.  
We are hosting a study tour of Colombian students from November 19 to December 17 and we want 
you to be a part of it!  To find out more about Colombia and this program, please visit: 
http://www.studymanitoba.ca/index.php/homestay-news letters/   
 



Homestay families  are the heart of our international student program. We are seeking families who 
are healthy in their lifestyle and active in their communities. All types of families are welcome to apply: 
families with children at home, no children at home, single parents, retired couples. If your family is 
excited about the opportunity of welcoming an international student into your home as they immerse 
themselves in the English language and Canadian culture, we encourage you to apply today. Visit our 
website at www.studymanitoba.ca to find out more about our programs and complete the online 
application or contact Rhonda Simon at 483-6252 or email rhonda@studymanit oba.ca  

 
 

MELITA PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
OCTOBER 1, 2010 TO OCTOBER 1, 2011 

 
BALANCE FORWARD      $1468.56 
 
REVENUE: 
INTEREST   $      0.94 
DONATION   $3282.00 
    $3282.94    $4751.50 
 
EXPENSES: 
BANK CHARGES  $      6.55 
VIRTUAL REALITIES $    17.09 
STUDENT COUNCIL $  250.00   
    $  273.64    $4477.68 
 
TRANSFERS: 
TERM DEPOSIT  $3000.00    $1477.68 
(added on to #3) 
 
BALANCE        $1477.68 
 
TERMS   #1 $2158.77 
    #2 $2913.05 
    #3 $6726.41 
 
 
Melita School Yearbook Order Form     $35.00 
 
 
Student’s Name_____________________________________ _Grade or TAG Teacher______________  
 
Enclosed is a cheque for $_______________ 
 
Prices have gone up this year because the yearbook committee has decided to produce a 48 
page hard cover book.  They will be sold for $35.00 . 
 
*Please make cheque payable to Melita School.  Plea se return this form to the school 
office. 

Thank you for supporting our school! 

����



Band News 
 
- the next Band Parent Meeting will be Wednesday Nov. 2nd at 7pm in the band room.  All band 
parents welcome. 
 
- the Senior Band (grades 9-12) will be playing at the school Remembrance Day Service on Nov. 9th 
at 10:45.  All students are asked to wear concert attitre.  (Black dress pants, white shirt with sleeves, 
black socks and dark shoes) 
 
- all band members will be playing at the Band Christmas Concert on Tuesday Dec. 6th  at 7pm.  All 
students are to wear concert attire and be in their warm-up rooms with their instruments and music at 
6:30pm. 
 
- the Senior Band (gr. 9-12) will be participating in the Winnipeg Optimist Festival on the afternoon of 
Thursday Feb 23rd and returning home on Friday Feb. 24th. Students will be asked to help pay their 
room costs and a group outing to Celebrations Dinner Theatre.  More details to follow.  If you are 
interested in being a chaperone please contact Ms. Baird. 
 

 
MELITA SCHOOL BANDS  
CHRISTMAS CONCERT  

 

Tuesday December 6th at 7pm 
 

Performances by all bands, grades 6-12 
Melita School Gymnasium 

 

 
MELITA SCHOOL REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 

 
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 9th AT 10:45 

in the Melita School Gymnasium 
 

- the public is welcome 
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Dates to Remember: 
����
November: 
8th  Post Secondary Info Day 
9th  Remembrance Day Service 10:45 
14th  Reports into the office 
14th or 15th Tag Reports 
15th  Reports go home 
16th  P/S/T  Conference 5-7:30 
17th  P/S/T  Conference 5-7:00 
23rd  WE Day high school kids 
 
December: 
6th  Band Concert  7:00 
13th  Christmas Concert (K,2,4)  7:00 
14th  Christmas Concert (1,3,5)  7:00 
 
March: 
12th  Reports into the office 
13th  Reports go home 
14th  P/S/T Conference 5-7:30 
15th  P/S/T Conference 5-7:00 
 
June: 
22nd  Grad 
28th  Awards Celebrations 
   K-4 9:00 
   5-8 10:00 
   9-11 11:00 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 


