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There are so many exciting things going on here, I hardly know where to start!!  As I write this 

message, our Social Justice Committee is leading the “Walk-a-Mile” project, started by Hannah 

Taylor of the Lady Bug Foundation.  Hannah Taylor saw hunger and homelessness in her city of 

Winnipeg and vowed to change the situation.  She has raised over 3 million dollars and isn’t even out 

of high school yet!!!  Thanks to all those who donated their change to “Make a Change” and thanks to 

our own students for taking up this challenge.  Thanks to the Parent Advisory for supplying hot 

chocolate when we returned from our walk.  I am excited about the upcoming changes to our 

canteen.  See instructions and a calendar later in the newsletter.  Let us know what you think, both 

negative and positive.  That’s the only way to make change.  Thanks to the Parent Advisory for 

spearheading this initiative.  The Careers in Technology Studies courses are continuing.  It is not too 

late for students to get started on a Management Skills, an Applied Skills or an Apprenticeship credit.  

Give the school a call if you have questions about these courses.  All students in grade 11 and 12 are 

eligible.  We are on the second term for the Petroleum Field Operator course from SAIT in Calgary.  

This challenging course is great preparation for those student to feel confident to enter employment in 

the oil field.   Teachers are involved in ongoing professional development about differentiating 

instruction.  We know this will be a huge benefit to all students as we become more proficient at 

individualizing instruction for students.    As I discussed at the Parent Advisory meeting, the staff feels 

as though we have had a rise in verbal “put downs” leading to bullying.  We are going to take some 

steps in the near future in this regard.  RCMP will be presenting the facts about criminal code 

offences.  The staff will be working with a lady from Brandon on how to establish “bottom lines” and 

how to support the victim, the bully and the bystander.  I hope your child comes home to discuss 

these issues with you as they hear more.  We are looking forward to an overall improvement in 

school.  I would like to wish all high school students best of luck (I hope it isn’t luck they need!) in their 

exams and look forward to the second semester starting on February 6th. 

S. Clark 
 
 
 

Kindergarten 
The Kindergarten students thank the Social Justice students: Jenna, Mikayla, Sidney, Hilary and 
Cassidy for their work in making the presentation "Walk a mile in their shoes" from the Ladybug 

Foundation so exciting for the Kindergarten students.  The kindergarten students have done some 
serious thinking about the homeless and are glad that they have been a part in helping the people. 

 
 
 
 
 



GENERAL PAC MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2012 

 

Attendance:  Roberta Brown, Shannon Gervin, Sandra Clark, Penny Oliver, Alana Louttit, Buffy Barnesky, Jen 

Harmon, Monica Skelton, Jodie Kersten, Jill Morrison, and Leanne Bugg. 

 

Confirmation Of Minutes: Minutes were circulated, Monica moved the minutes and Jen 2nd this. 

 

Matters Arising From The Minutes: No matters arised. 

 

Treasurer's Report: Our balance forward was 1472.44 and we had .06 interest, and expenses of $14.07 to 

bring our balance to $1458.43. Term Deposits are $2158.77, 2913.05, and 6726.41.  Alana moved the 

treasure’s report, Monica 2nd.  

 

Elections from Room Reps: The floor was opened for elections for the unfilled Room Reps 

 Grade 3 - Monica Nominated Ida Wierenga - Accepted 

 Grade 5 - Monica Nominated Jill Morrison to share with Janis Slack - Accepted 

  

Reports from the Committees: 

 

Grades K-6: - Julia Schoonbaert was a Kindergarten provincial winner of a fire safety children’s Contest.  

Kindergarten class had the Melita Fire Dept. and members from the Fire Commissions visit 

them in December. 

Grades 4/5 Curling Bonspiel is Feb 25 along with the 6-8 Brianna Brown Memorial Bonspiel.  

High school bonspiel is Feb 26. 

  Battle of the books is in Deloraine on April 4 for grades 3-6. 

  Grade 6’s had a successful fundraiser selling tickets on an ipod. 

 

Grades 7-12: - Melita Social Justice Club is holding a “Walk a Mile in Their Shoes” on Jan 27 at 2:10. They had 

asked if PAC would help with the hot chocolate for when the students got back from their walk. 

Buffy moved that PAC would pay for the hot chocolate and Styrofoam cups, Jen 2nd. Jill, Jen and 

Monica have offered to volunteer their time to make and serve the hot chocolate. 

  Middle Years are planning a Valentine’s dance on Feb 17.  They are also     

  planning a milk spirit week and a gym blast for the end of Feb. Grades 7/8 badminton will start  

  shortly. 

  Grade 7’s were planning on going to Ag Days in Brandon on Jan 18 weather permitting. 

 

Principal: Teachers are continuing with the Professional Development to support their overall goal to 

improve student learning. 

Band Dates: Feb 23/24 - Sr. Band to Optimist Festival in Winnipeg, April 9/10 - Virden Festival, 

Band Roast Beef Supper, March 7 - Spring Concert, June - Lunch and Listen. 

  Career Technology Studies will be surveying Grades 8-10 on their interests. 

We will be getting Synervoice trial which will make it possible to call parents about attendance. 

Synervoice can call 500 numbers in 2 minutes which would be nice to be able to contact 

parents of school closures or other important messages. 

  February Report Card will be a one page report showing exam results and final grade. 

  Early Learning centre is getting closer. 

   

 



PAC Meeting Continued…. 

Southwest Horizon:   Penny in attendance.   

           They are having a regional meeting in Brandon on Monday. 

   The Inclement Weather and School Closure Policy is still under review. 

The Budget Meeting will be Wed. March 7 at 7:00 in Hartney.  Everyone welcome, and 

are encouraged to attend. 

If anyone has questions for the Board there is a spot on the Southwest Horizon School 

Division Website that these questions can be asked. 

    

Old Business: - Hot Meals at the Canteen are getting in place to hopefully start in the beginning of the 2nd 

semester.  Cathy is open to any recipes that we have to offer. 

Talked about having the RCMP possibly come to talk at one of our meetings about name calling, and how it 

may lead into cyber bullying, then into adult life. 

Teachers are encouraged to talk to PAC if they are needing any help with events ie. Volunteers etc.  A sub 

committee was created for playground ideas for all ages and costs and possible grants available.  Jen, Jill, 

Shannon, Monica, and Roberta offered to be on this committee. 
 

New Business: We have 3 students from Columbia and Mexico looking for placement in our area through the 

International Student Placement for Feb/March/April.  There are 2 - 11 year olds, and one 12 year old. Looking 

for anyone interested. Call Sandra at the school for more info. 

Talked about PAC Minute Storage, and Monica moved that we buy a memory stick, Alana 2nd and the minutes 

can be stored on this stick and kept at the school. 
 

We had plans to have Mr. Brad Kyle, our divisions’ superintendent, to come talk to PAC at this meeting but he 

was unable to attend as he was sick. 
 

Next Meeting:  Feb 21, 2012 at 7:00 
 

Adjournment:  Monica adjourned the meeting at 8:50, Roberta 2nd. 

 

**PAC WOULD LIKE TO THANK RBC FOR THEIR JEAN DAY DONATION TO PAC ** 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $34.00 
  .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Trustees of Southwest Horizon School Division 

 invite you to attend a public meeting on the proposed 2012/13 Budget  

Location:  Band Room, Hartney School 

Date:  Tuesday, March 6, 2012  Time:  6:00 p.m. 

Everyone is Welcome to Attend 

If you have any questions or concerns, contact 
Mr. Brian Spurrill, C.M.A., Secretary-Treasurer 

Southwest Horizon School Division 
Box 370  Melita, Manitoba  R0M 1L0    (204) 483-6261 

 
Please RSVP via email to michelleb@shmb.ca 

or telephone 483-6249 
 



The ReadinThe ReadinThe ReadinThe Reading Council of Greater Winnipeg wishes to share the following I love to Read Month with g Council of Greater Winnipeg wishes to share the following I love to Read Month with g Council of Greater Winnipeg wishes to share the following I love to Read Month with g Council of Greater Winnipeg wishes to share the following I love to Read Month with 
educators and parents:educators and parents:educators and parents:educators and parents:    

A World of Whimsy & WonderA World of Whimsy & WonderA World of Whimsy & WonderA World of Whimsy & Wonder    
Wonder:       Whimsy: 
History of Canada…    Fiction… 
Non-Fiction…     Fantasy… 
Inquiry & Inspiration…    Fun… 

WATCH FOR MRA “I LOVE TO READ: PACKAGE ON-LINE IN JANUARY !! 
Respecting and celebrating the diversity of literary choices 

2011-2012 
“I Love to Read” Month Project brought to you by the Manitoba Reading Association, 

A Provincial Council of the  
International Reading Association for full document see www.readingmanitoba.org 

 
 

 



 
 

 



Thanks very much to the Grade 2 class for their organizing and all the students and staff who 
donated to the 2011 Mitten tree for the Christmas Cheer Board.  Your generous gifts helped many 
people have a happy Christmas.  Your actions really make our community a great place to live. 
 

Curling News 

Chelsea Ratcliffe, Jade Kirkup, Kelsey Schuddemat, Hayley Schuddemat, Taylor Kurtz, Shelby Banks, Kelsi 

Bloomer and Justine Goodman curled in the Zone 9 High School Girl's Bonspiel held on January 20 and 21 in 

Virden..  These girls curled well and  showed excellent sportsmanship out on the ice.   

 

Our after school curling has one month left.  We will be finished our season at the end of February.  We will be 

having a curling wind-up on Monday, February27th.  A note will come home with each curler about this wind-

up closer to the date.   

 

We are also in the process of organizing our School Bonspiels.  On Saturday,. February 25th we will have our 

Grade 4 & 5 Parent Bonspiel and the "Brianne Brown Memorial Bonspiel" for Grades 6 to 8 curlers.  On 

Sunday, February 26th we hope to have a Grade 9 to 12 Curling Bonspiel if enough teams enter.  Come and 

watch the future curlers of Melita in action on this weekend. 

 

Grade Three News 

Our next visit to the Melita Lodge is January 30th.  We are looking forward to reading and do an activity at this 

visit.  We are also in the process of planning our year end trip to Portage.  The students have been doing a 

research project on a wild animal found in Canada.  We will be displaying these projects in the Library when 

we have completed them. 

 
BAND NEWS 

Grade 9-12 Band Trip to Wpg. Feb. 23 & 24 

- leave the school on Feb. 23rd at 7:30am 

 - all students take a bag lunch and have their performance clothes on or in a back pack 

  - we perform on the 23rd at 12:50 at the Winnipeg Convention Centre 

 - second half of the trip payment ($50) is still due from most students 

 - we still need 1 more chaperone.  If anyone can come please let Ms. Baird know 

 

Term 2  Band Performances: 

Feb 10/11:  Westman Honour Band (for those who applied) 

Feb. 23/24:  gr. 9-12 band trip to Wpg. Optimist Festival 

March 6th:  (all band) Concert in the gymnasium - 7pm 

April 9 or 10:  (gr. 6/7/8) band to Virden Festival - times TBA 

April 13th: Band Beef Supper Fund Raiser at the Legion - all students will contribute or work 

June 6th:  (all band )  Lunch and Listen Concert at 12 noon in the gym 

 

Band Parent Meeting:  Wednesday Feb. 15th at 6:30pm in the band room, everyone welcome 

 

Best of Luck to Latisha Louttit who will be attending the Provincial Honour Choir on Feb 2/3/4 in Winnipeg and 

to Andrea Renwick, Cassandra Greenley and Corrine Dimaria who will be taking part in the Westman Honour 

Bands on Feb. 10/11.  Have a great weekend girls!! 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

Deloraine Border Festival 
Roast Beef Supper and Silent Auction 

March 16th 
Deloraine Legion 

5:30 --7:30 
Everyone Welcome 

 



 
 
Walk A Mile In Their Shoes 
On Friday, January 27, students at Melita School participated in The Ladybug Foundation’s annual “Walk A 
Mile In Their Shoes” event.  The Ladybug Foundation, founded by Hannah Taylor, strives to bring awareness 
and raise money for those who are homeless in Manitoba and across Canada.  Kindergarten students did their 
walk on Thursday, January 26 and enjoyed a treat of hot chocolate afterwards.  They, as well as the grades 1-
4 students did their “Walk A Mile” around the schoolyard.  The grades 5-12 students walked a longer route 
which included Main, Maple, Byers, and Bruce Streets.  The Social Justice group will be busy counting the 
spare change that our generous students and staff donated to the “Make Change” jar.  Our total donation to 
the Ladybug Foundation will be reported in the next newsletter.  A very big thank you goes out to: 

• The Social Justice group for planning “Walk A Mile”, educating and leading our younger students, and 

showing amazing spirit at the event! You guys are awesome! 

• The students of Melita School for caring about the Ladybug Foundation and the issue of homelessness, 

for making generous donations to the “Make Change” jar, and for participating in the “Walk A Mile” 

event.  Youth like you help make positive change in our world! 

• Corporal Debra Church and Constable Randy Belmore for keeping our students and staff safe on the 

streets!  Thanks for being a part of this event! 

• Melita School Parent Advisory Council for the donation of your time and the delicious hot chocolate that 

warmed us all upon our return!   

 
 

 



Dates to Remember: 

February: 

 6th  Term 2 begins 

 17th  Middle Years Valentine Dance 

 20th  Louis Riel Day no classes 

 23rd/24th Grade 9-12 Band Trip to Winnipeg 

 24th  PD Day no classes 

 25th  School Bonspiel 

 26th  High School Bonspiel 

 29th  Grade 11/12 Ski Trip 
 

March: 

 6th  Pre-Festival Evening Band Concert @ 7pm 

9th  Admin Day no classes 

 13th  Reports go home 

14th  P/S/T Conference 5-7:30 

15th  P/S/T Conference 5-7:00 

23rd  Admin Day no classes 

26th-30th Spring Break 

 

April: 

 2nd  Welcome Back after Spring Break 

11th  Grade 5/6 Singles Badminton in Melita at 3:00 

 12th   Grade 5/6 Doubles Badminton in Deloraine at 3:00 

13th  Band Beef Supper at the Legion Lounge 

19th  Grade 7/8 Divisional in Deloraine at 1:00 

19th  Senior Badminton in Virden 

26th  Grade 7/8 Zone Badminton in Deloraine at 12:00 

May: 

 16th  Zone 9 Track & Field starting at 3:15 

23rd  Melita Grade 5-8 Track & Field 

 25th  Rain Date for Grade 5-8 Track & Field 

30th  Grade 5-8 Divisional Track & Field at the Sportsplex 
 

June: 

6th  Lunch & Listen Band Concert at noon 

7th/8th/9th Prov. Track in Selkirk 

12th  K-4 Participation Day 

14th  Rain date for K-4 Participation Day 

22nd  Grad 

28th  Awards Celebrations K-4 9:00 5-8 10:00     9-11 11:00 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Free Family Curling Nights at the Melita Curling Club February 10, 17, and 24
th

 
Ice available from 5:00 to 8:00 

Drinks and snacks available, or feel free to bring along your own meal. 
Show up individually or as a team.  No experience necessary, but bring clean shoes.   

Fun for all ages. 
For more information, call Bob Brigden at 665-2492 or Brian Greig at 522-3448. 

 

 

****************************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

Below you will find a calendar for February showing what the soup will be for the week.  We 

also want to try a few new things for the hot meal on Wednesdays.  These are also listed in the 

calendar.  Although we have listed other hot food in the calendar it will be imperative that you 

continue to work from the menu provided to you at the beginning of the year.  Students will 

order the same as always.  Prices are listed below as well as the ingredients in the new 

choices.  High school students MUST preorder the hot meal on Wednesdays to ensure their 

lunch order is filled.  Let us know what you think about the recipes as well as suggestions for 

improvement. 1-866-422-5113. 

 

 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

 

Ingredients and prices for the Wednesday specials: 
 
Macaroni & Cheese: $2.25 
 
Chicken Rice Casserole: $2.50 rice, cream mushroom soup, diced chicken 
 
Spaghetti Bake: $2.50 spaghetti, tomato sauce, cheddar/mozzarella cheese mix, hamburger 
 
Mini Pizza Buns: $.75 chopped bacon, chopped canned mushrooms, tomato soup, onion, cheddar 
cheese on a half hamburger bun. 
 

Served only on designated Wednesdays  



 

 
 
 



 
 


