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From the Office:  
We would like to welcome everyone back to a new year at Melita School.  Although we had a late 
start to the year, the school has already held a number of exciting events. The first day back we held 
our Grade 5-11 Awards.  This ceremony was previously later in the fall in an evening.  Because of low 
attendance, we decided to try holding the awards the first day back and include all students.  This 
may not have been the exact blend either.  We hope the recipients are encouraged to maintain top 
academic and sportsmanship and wish all students a good year. The Rachel’s Challenge was held 
Sept. 16th for all grade 7-12 students from Melita, Pierson, Waskada and Deloraine Schools.  This 
was a very dynamic presentation by Derek Kilgore.  In the evening, we had approximately 70 adults 
and students attend to hear a similar presentation.  There was no one who was not impacted by this 
presenter and we have started implementing the program throughout our school.  Derek left 5 
challenges to students through Rachel’s legacy- 

1) Look for best in others 
2) Dare to Dream 
3) Choose positive influences 
4) Kind Words and Action = Huge Results 
5) Start a Chain Reaction 

The acts of kindness and compassion are what we are striving for as well as our continuation of 
volunteerism both in the school and in the community.   
Our high school TAG (Teacher Advisory Groups) are up and running again for grade 9 – 12.  If you 
are not sure whose group your child is in, please contact the school.  Further to school issues, we 
would like to remind parents that it is not acceptable for students to wear the following in school: hats, 
hoods, toques, sunglasses or T-shirts with inappropriate language/visual affect.   
I would like to remind parents about a few end-of-the-day things.  Parents are asked to park on the 
south side of the street or in front of the school (east of the hydro pole).  Please do NOT park in the 
staff parking lot where the busses are loading.  This tempts both parents and students to cross 
between busses.  Students are expected to stay in the school until busses are gone, before heading 
for their parents’ vehicles. This is also true of high school students.  Anyone walking or riding bikes 
are expected to stay until the second bell at 3:20.  Parents are also asked to remain in their vehicles 
and NOT come into the school at the end of the day to pick up their child—at least until the busses 
are gone.  Parents sitting on the bench at the K-3 entrance make for a dangerous situation when 
parents haven’t reported their presence to the office for identification.  We work hard to keep safety of 
children our focus and although you may think your presence is harmless, we can’t ever be sure of an 
unknown situation.  As always, we hope parents are checking bookbags for information and that you 
feel free to call the school with questions or concerns.  
To help with H1N1 virus precautionary measures, we have purchased alcohol-free hand sanitizer for 
the classrooms and labs.  We encourage any parents who wish to send individual alcohol-based 
sanitizer with their children to feel free to do so.  Please keep your child home if they are ill and 
continue to practice frequent hand washing. 
If your child is not attending school, we remind you to call the school to excuse them. 
Hair/nail and tanning appointments should be made after school.  
1-866-422-5113 or my direct line 483-6241. 
Sandra Clark 
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We would like to welcome two student teachers to our school coming in October.  Debra Fraser 
will be student teaching in the grade 3 classroom and Marla Goleski will be student teaching in the 
phys.ed classes.  

 
Vision & Hearing Screening  
Melita School will be having Vision and Hearing screening on Tuesday, October 27. Kindergarten 
Grade 1, 3, 5 and 7 will be tested for vision. 
Kindergarten, Grade 1 and referrals will have their hearing tested.  Parents wishing to refer their 
children in the even grade levels may phone the school and leave their child’s name with Mrs. Heath. 
 
Zone 9 Girls JV League – 2009  
September 23rd 5:00 pm Souris @ Melita 
September 30th 5:00 pm Boissevain @ Melita 
October 28th  5:00 pm Boissevain @ Melita 
 
Peanut Free School  
We have students in our school that are allergic to peanuts, nuts and nut products.  If these students 
come in contact with any form or even bi-product of peanuts, nuts or their products, a condition called 
anaphylaxia may occur which could cause death.   
As a result, please remember to avoid sending peanut or nut products to school in lunches or snacks. 
 
Scent Free School  
With the number of students that we have in the school with allergies and or asthma we are 
implementing a scent free school.  Please refrain from using scented products. 
 
Cell Phone Policy at Melita School  
It is our opinion that a cell phone is not a necessity during class time.  Any necessary message that 
needs to be given to a student should be done so through the office.  We will pass along messages, 
as we have always done, from the office or call students to the phone in case of an emergency.  We 
are of the opinion that a phone call/text message from a friend in another school or community is not 
a vital phone call.  These are the types of calls/text messages that students often receive during 
school hours.  In consultation with our student and staff, here is what we have decided: 

1. Cell phones are to be off during class time. 
2. Cell phones may only be used during breaks and noon hours in the hallway, front foyer or 

outside. 
3. Staff will confiscate a cell phone that is visible and/or in use during class time, 
4. Staff will confiscate a cell phone if a student is late for class as a result of using his/her cell 

phone at break or noon hour. 
5. If it is a first time offence, the cell phone will be returned to the student at the end of the day. 
6. If it is a second time offence, the cell phone will be confiscated and held by the school until a 

parent is able to come to the school to pick it up. 
7. Any student caught text messaging during a test or any other assigned activity that is being 

formally assessed will not only have his/her cell phone confiscated but will also face any 
consequences relating to cheating. 

�
Locked door policy  
All doors except the front entrance will be locked during the school day.  The doors that students 
access will be unlocked and relocked after recess.  The same doors will be unlocked during the noon 
hour as well as the east end high school doors.  The south gym door will be unlocked if there is a 
school activity in the gym after school. 
We ask that parents report to the office whenever they enter the school and for their understanding in 
implementing this plan to keep our students safe and in the least amount of risk possible. 
�
 



Student Council:  
The Senior Student Council had their first meeting on Tuesday, September 21, 2009.  We are 
pleased to announce the members of 2009-2010: 
President  - Michelle Barker        Vice President – Erica Snyder        Treasurer – Andrea Elliott 
Secretary – Tyla McMurdo          Publicity & Social Convenors – Alison Armstrong & Natalie Snyder 
Staff Advisors – Mrs. Laine Cambell and Mrs. Deb Leslie 
 
The first action for the Senior Student Council will be the magazine kick-off.  Watch for details.  As a 
council, we look forward to another great year at Melita School filled with lots of school spirit and 
exciting activities! 
 
Middle Years Student Council for 2009-2010  
President:  Kaelei Rink    Vice President:  Kylan Tilbury    Secretary: Cole Jarvie 
Social Convenors: Andrea Sanderson and Kelly Harmon 
Room Reps: Kara Montgomery, Ally Beauchamp, Cole Oliver & Will Brown 
There will be a Middle Years Dance this Friday, Sept. 25th from 7:30 – 11:00.  Grade 5 parents are 
being called for chaperoning. 
 
Thank You  
Ms. Beyak extends a BIG thank you to the Grads of 2009 for purchasing buckets to keep Grad 
supplies in.  This gesture is greatly appreciated and will be so for many years, as the collection of 
Grad items is now neatly packed away. 
 
Band News:  
For those of you who didn’t know, Ms. Maureen Baird has taken over the band position on a 
permanent basis teaching mornings: Grade 4/5 general music and Grade 6-12 band.   

***BAND PARENT MEETING: Wednesday October 7th at 7 pm in the band room 
         - all band parents are asked to attend this short informational meeting. 

*** SCHOOL BAND INSTRUMENT RENTALS: fees are due into the office by Sept. 30th 
TO ALL BAND PARENTS: 
 -We here at the school would encourage you to have your child bring their instrument home and play 
something for you.  When was the last time you heard them play that instrument you are paying for?? 
Band students do have homework and as a team effort we really need each individual member to be 
prepared with their part.  Not a lot of home time is required but some is a necessity.  We can’t 
accomplish much with only in-class work.  Our numbers are up this year and we are looking forward 
to a great year with great forward strides.  Your positive support at home will go a long way to help 
this happen.  Any questions can be directed to me at the S.W. Horizon site via my e-mail or call the 
school first thing in the am.        Maureeen Baird. 
 
Melita School would like to send a special thank you to Trudy Dickson and Darren Stewart for all of 
their hard work for the Zone 9 golf tournament.  The course was in excellent condition and the 
students found their round exciting and challenging.  Even though it was “off” season, Trudy and her 
staff of volunteers were able to feed 48 hungry students in a timely and delicious manner.  I would 
also like to thank the course for the use of the drink cart so that I was able to check on the golfers’ 
progress during the day.  Everything possible was done to make this an enjoyable day for the 
students.  A feather in the cap for Melita.  Thank you.  Mr. Trussler 

 
Parent Advisory Council Annual General Meeting 

October 19 th  7:00pm 
Melita School Library 

Guest Speaker : Brian Spurrill 
We are still short a few parent reps. 

The first regular meeting of the year will follow t he AGM. 
 
Grade 3 News  



It is hard to believe that a month of school has almost gone by.  This year I have 20 students in 
Grade3 and I would like to welcome them to my room. I am looking forward to getting to know them 
over the year. This year, we have two new students joining our class.   We have taken part in a 
number of Activities already.  We have participated in the Terry Fox School Walk, an Open House, a 
Book Fair and we will be travelling to Pierson on October 1st to take part in a Divisional Soccer 
Tournament. Once again, we will be going to the Melita Lodge for our Words into Action Project.  We 
will be taking part in Rachel's Challenge by being kind and compassionate to others this year. 

  
 
Kindergarten Happenings  
Joan Trott, Artist in the school program for SHSD, presented the technique of creating colour by 
mixing primary colours.  She inspired the students to create summer trees and fall trees with the 
medium acrylic paint.  The sessions began with music and drama.  The science, music, art and ELA 
curriculums were implemented into the sessions. Their work was presented to Mr. Peake and placed 
on display for Melita School Open House.   
The Kindergarten Students are continuing to water the new trees on the school playground.   
We welcome Lena, Sidney and Emily to our school and community. 
Thanks to parents for all the preparations they did to prepare the students for school - September has 
been a great month in the Kindergarten classroom. 
�
Grade 4 News  
The grade 4 class is off to a great start.  We would like to welcome our new student Georgia to our 
class.  We have started working on all sorts of new topics in all the subject areas.  We will have artist 
Joan Trott come into our room in October to work on animal habitats with us as part of our Science 
unit.  The Open House was a success with most of the parents in to check out our room and hard 
work completed to date.  Please send a water bottle with your child so they can have a drink at any 
time during the day without leaving during class time.  The morning snack will continue, please send 
a healthy snack to help your child get through the long stretch between breakfast and lunch.  Please 
check out our grade 4 website to see what we are up to!  http://www.shsd.mb.ca/~nicoleb.  
 
 
 



 
 
Grade 1 News  
Grade One continues to settle into routines for the 2009-2010 school year.  We have had three visits 
from Mrs. Trott this month.  She has helped students create a Ghost-Eye Tree, water color pumpkin 
pictures were painted and a paper mache pumpkin is being sculpted by each student.  We will 
assemble a pumpkin patch with our final products. 
Thank you to all parents for attending the Open House festivities.  Ryan Renwick won the student 
draw and Dawnette Harkness won the parent draw.  Students enjoyed sharing their journal, patterned 
writing books, portraits and fall tree paintings.  We viewed a video about the “Day in the Life of a 
Grade One Student”. 
Thank you to Taylor Wheelans for the gift of reading from the Book Fair.  We have already read the 
new Turkey book. 
 
Grade 5/6 Golf  
On Thursday, September 24, sixteen students from grade 5 and 6 traveled to Souris for the Divisional 
Golf Tournament.  A fun day was held and students were able to meet students from other schools.  
Thank you to Norma Rae Tilbury and Lana Tilbury for driving and walking the course with the golfers.  
Your help was greatly appreciated.  Thanks to the following students for participating and having fun: 
Nicole Jarvie, Jayden Kobs, Latisha Louttit, Zach McCutcheon, Jayden McNish, Kara Montgomery, 
Andrea Sanderson, Taylor Spurrill, Branden Tilbury, and Cole Tilbury from Grade 5 and Drew Kirkup, 
Mitchell Ratcliffe, Kyle Fraser, Wade Dalziel, Braeden Cory, and Brady Tilbury from Grade 6.  Thanks 
for showing great Sportsmanship!!! 
 
Happenings in Grade Five:  
The Grade five class has settled in and are actively involved in a variety of activities. We would like to 
welcome Jhadielou Gayumba to our grade 5 class.  Once again we are “Reading Across Canada”.  
Each page read is a kilometre on our trek around Canada.  It takes about 17 835km to go around 
Canada, stopping in each of the provinces and territories.  The grade five students are already 
reading toward this and will keep you posted on our travels.  Keep up the great reading Grade five!! 
 
Thanks to all students who donated a book to our class library.  They are greatly appreciated!! 
 
On October 1 the grade 3 to 6 will travel to Pierson for the soccer tournament. The kick off for the 
magazines will be on September 29.  The eager grade five students will be out selling.  This is the 
schools major fundraiser and many of our activities are paid out of the money raised.  Help support 
the school’s fundraiser!! 
 
Well folks that is all for now from the grade five class.  Happy October to you all!!! 
 
“Pumpkin Path” for Hallowe’en  
This year the annual Hallowe’en parade will be on Friday, October 30, 2009 at 9:05 am in the Melita 
School gym.  We hope to create a “pumpkin path” for students to parade through in their costumes.  
We are looking for jack o” lanterns to be dropped off with your family name recorded on the bottom of 
the jack o’ lantern to the office by Thursday, October 29, 2009 at 3:15 pm.  The pumpkin path would 
be created that night and pumpkins would be returned to your child to take home on Friday, October 
30, 2009.  Thank you in advance for your help in supporting this new endeavor.  We hope to see you 
at the parade! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
MB Theatre for Young People  
The Manitoba Theatre for Young People will visit our school in the spring to present Beneath the 
Banyan Tree.  Lynda Hill directs Emil Sher’s play.  Choreography is by Lata Pada.  The MTYP guide 
writes the following about the production: 
     “The story of Anhali, a young dancer who has recently moved to Canada, entertains and educates 
us all about what it’s like to find your place among new peers.  The dance, rhythms and colors of 
India infuse the drama with a richness that has captivated young audiences across the country.” 
 
Melita Terry Fox Run  
The 29th annual Terry Fox Run was held on Sunday, September 13, 2009 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
at Melita School.  Eight volunteers and sixty-one participants attended the run.  $1520.80 was raised 
in donations and $150.00 was contributed by Melita community members for cancer research.  Two 
hundred and twenty-five dollars was raised on “Toonies for Terry” day.  
 
Thank you to Connor Riach, Trevor Elliott, Chelsea Ratcliffe, Wayne Tweed, Stephanie O”Donnell, 
Paige Ednie, Jared Greggor, Tyla & Kaitlyn McMurdo for volunteering their time to help at the run. 
 
Our school has embraced Rachel’s Challenge.   Our K-6 students are making chain links when they 
or others see random acts of kindness.  As parents and community members, we are glad to have 
you record acts of kindness that you have witnessed in your child’s agenda or call the school and we 
will make chain links to add to that child’s classroom chain. We hope to have our chain reach the 
Town Office. We have divided our students into multi-age groupings and will be doing activities that 
give students a chance to interact positively with each other.  We are in the process of working with 
our high school Art class to develop a large hand bulletin board that bears Rachel’s challenges.  We 
intend to make our handprints on the large hand to show commitment to the challenges.   
Our 7-12 students have started a FOR (Friends of Rachel) Club.  We are brainstorming ideas of how 
we can implement Rachel’s challenges.  You will be hearing more about this group. 
 
Dates to Remember:  
September 28                      PD day – no school 
September 29                      Kick-off to magazine sales 
October 19                           PAC meeting (AGM) 7 pm in the library 
October 23                           SAG/LIFT – no school 
November 10                       Remembrance Day service 10:45 – open to the public 
November 11                       Remembrance Day – no school 
November 12                       Administration Day – no school 
November 24                       Band concert 
November 25 & 26               Parent/Teacher/Student conferences – 6:00 – 9:00, 6:00 – 8:30 
December 7 & 8                  Christmas Concert – grades to be announced – Melita Theatre 
December 15                       Middle Years’ Christmas Musical 
December 18                       Last day of classes 

 


